
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY 





   Hymn 214                                                                          Hail the day that sees him rise 



Acclamation and Response                 BCP 355 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no  
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Christ our Passover                                                                               Pascha nostrum  



The Collect of the Day 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great  
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.   
 

The First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be  
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who  
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have accompanied us 
during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from 
the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- one of these must 
become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, 
"Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 
go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles.  
The Word of the Lord.        
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 1 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

   6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
   but the way of the wicked is doomed. 



The Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13 
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son 
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God 
have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given  
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life. 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Hymn 603                                                             When Christ was lifted from the earth 



All standing, the Priest reads the Gospel 

 

The Gospel Reading: John 17: 6-19 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.           
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 
mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was 
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, 
just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”  
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                    Fr. Don Chancellor 

 

The Nicene Creed                                                                                       BCP 358 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
  
 



begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People, Form II                         BCP 385 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 
for our Bishop(s)                              ; for this gathering; and for all 
ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church.  

 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 
and for the well-being of all people. 
Pray for justice and peace.  

 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 
oppressed, and those in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble.  
 

 



Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.  

 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed [especially                             ]. 
Pray for those who have died.  
Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
[especially                              whom we remember today]. 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  
Silence 

Confession of Sin & Absolution                                                                 BCP 360 

Celebrant says   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 



The Peace                                                    BCP 360 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
 

Offertory  

Hymn 218                                                                             A hymn of glory let us sing 



The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer D                                           BCP 372 
Celebrant    The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

The Celebrant proceeds 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with 
your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and,  
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name, as we sing (say), 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      

The celebrant continues Eucharistic Prayer D                     BCP 373 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your  
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into 
our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to 
the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we 
might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through 
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived 
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; 
to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself 
up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole 
creation new. 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for 
us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his 
work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death 
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your 
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have 
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
Celebrant and People 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
The Celebrant continues 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon 
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your 



The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 

holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ. 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
[Remember (NN. and) all who minister in your Church.] 
[Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.] 
[Remember                            .] 
[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known 
to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.] 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with  
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with                            ) and] all the saints 
who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them 
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 



The Breaking of the Bread                          BCP 364 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant says  The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Fraction Anthem  S161                                                                                Agnus Dei 



Hymn 219                                                                       The Lord ascendeth up on high 



Post Communion Prayer                                 BCP 366 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
Blessing 

 

 

Sending out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

 Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these         

   holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us   

   in the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood. 

 People  We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread, one cup. Amen.                                                    

Anthem                                                                                                   Golden Harps 



Hymn 215                                                              See the Conqueror mounts in triumph 



The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Rebecca Lamb  

by the Hank Lamb Family.  
 

The flowers on the font are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  
Chandler Brooks Mohamed  

by Lance, Landi, William Ollie, and Mary Landi Mohamed.  

Members:  Jeffie Bishop, Sonny Bowie, Steele Hardeman, Christine McBee, Whit 
Mounger, Sally Jane Muirhead, Ann Riley, Solon Scott, Perry Smith, Janie Warren, 
Page Whites, David Williamson, Stick Young 

 

Extended Family & Friends: Lee Lee Carroll, Claire Chatham Calder, Mallory 
Caldwell, Jan Champion, Emmett Chassaniol, Danny Dale, Gina Freeman, Valerie 
Hall, Cross Lasley, Peter Leto Jr., Bob Malouf, Holli Malouf, BJ Montgomery,  
Carmen Montgomery, Cary New, Jerry Pinkston, Jimmy Sandifer, Luke Simmons, 
Anne Sory, Eddie Stuckey, Ben Wessman 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries: Kevin Adams (12th), Page and Perry Whites (15th), 
Harris Powers (16th), Kathryn Lucas (17th), Ann Claire and Michael Avant (17th),   
William Ollie Mohamed (18th) 

Celebrant:  Fr. Don Chancellor 
Chalice Bearer:  Robin Stuckey 
Lectors:  Cyndi Saia, Brantley Snipes 
Ushers:  Josh Fair, Danny Hargett, Matt Hargett, John Lucas 
Acolytes:  Randle Faught, Reese Jones, Wyatt Saia 
Altar Guild:  Ann Claire Avant, Charlene Wood, Tish Goodman, Paula Provine, 
Charlot Ray, Shannon Ola, Merritt Harris 
Vestry on Duty:  8am– Tyler Kirk, 10:30 - Lynn Berman 



• The Rogation Service will be held on Sunday, May 19th at 11:00am at the Belk’s 
lake house in Money. The service will be followed by a potluck lunch. Please bring 
your favorite dish or dessert to share, as well as, your own beverages and a chair. 
You may bring a swimsuit and towel or fishing pole/bait if you want to enjoy the 
lake.  Children should be supervised by parents. 

• On Sunday, May 19th, we will have the usual Rite I service at 8am at the church. 
• ECW will host Roses and Rosé on Thursday, May 30th at 5:30pm in the Parish 

Hall.  Lark Brown will provide floral arrangement instructions, flowers and oasis.  
Please bring your own vase and clippers.  Ladies, please join ECW for a fun 
night of fellowship, flowers, appetizers and rosé. Reply by May 24th in the office. 

• Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School on Monday, July 29-31st 
from 8:30-11:30am.  Nativity’s theme for 2024 will be The Miracles of Jesus. 
Please contact Katie Dale if you’d like to volunteer to help in any way! 662-897-
4835. More details will follow soon. 

• NDS will offer a summer enrichment program, Camp Nativity, for children      
going into 4K through 4th grade Tuesday, May 28 until Friday, July 26, 2024. 
Registration is now open.  Please visit www.nativitygreenwood.org/summer to   
register or for more info. 

• Please donate to the Food Drive benefiting the Community Food Pantry. Items 
of food that we’ll be collecting each Sunday are: Peanut Butter, Jelly (in a plastic 
container– no glass jars) and cans or pouches of tuna.  Please look for the basket 
located in the back of the Sanctuary by the font. 

• Hot Dog Ministry is held at St. John’s Methodist Church every Wednesday at 
4:30pm. Nativity Church is the host on the third Wednesday of each month. 

Tish Goodman, Sr. Warden; Vicki Yaeger, Jr. Warden; Nancy Johnson, Clerk;  
Lynn Berman, Billy Bowman, Josh Fair, Rachael Faught, Kenny Gardner, David  
Hargett, Stribling Hargett, Spencer Jennings, Tyler Kirk, Frances Knight, Loren 
Leflore, Landi Mohamed, Brantley Snipes  


